Service 9 Solomon
N.B. The readings are printed at the end to make it easier to print them off for your readers. 

Call to worship 
Psalm 1:1-3 
Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,
    and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither –
    whatever they do prospers.

Hymn StF 55 Immortal, invisible, God only wise  or some other hymn/song of praise 
Opening Prayer 
Every day we will worship you
And praise your name for ever

From the moment we awake
to face the day ahead,
you are with us:
through good times and bad,
Your presence is enough for our needs.
Every day we will worship you
And praise your name for ever

Through the hours of the day,
in our travels and work,
you are with us;
in decisions we must make,
Your wisdom is enough for our needs.
Every day we will worship you
And praise your name for ever

As we lay down to rest
at the end of the day,
you are with us:
as we lay our fears at your feet,
Your peace is enough for our needs.
Every day we will worship you
And praise your name for ever

For your constant presence -
For your profound wisdom -
For your unfailing peace - 
Every day we will worship you
And praise your name for ever
Amen
Comment - Introduction to Solomon 

I wonder what you know about King Solomon? Perhaps his reputation for being very wise, or building the temple or maybe you remember his 700 wives and 300 concubines. But my guess is very little else.  

So first of all a bit of history. King David had a number of wives and several sons, all of whom wanted to take over their father’s throne when he died. One of them, Absalom, had led a takeover attempt while his father was still alive which resulted in his death. When David was dying, Adonijah, the next eldest after Absalom set himself up as king. But that was not to be. Nathan the prophet and Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, approach David and persuade him to proclaim Solomon as his successor.  

Nathan and Bathsheba have appeared before. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah the Hittite whom David had killed so that he could marry her. The child that was conceived out of that illicit liaison died but Solomon was born later and was probably David’s favourite son. Nathan was the prophet who had chided David on his actions over Uriah. 

But Solomon was not at all sure of his ability to rule. He went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices and the Lord appears to Solomon in a dream and tells him he will give him whatever he asks for. And he asks for wisdom. 

1 Kings 3:10-14

Following this we hear a story about two prostitutes which demonstrates his wisdom. 

1 Kings 3:16-28 

Reading - The Baby is Mine 

Comment 

Perhaps you might like to think who you would go to for advice or to settle a dispute. Where are your sources of wisdom? 

Pause for reflection 

Hymn StF 20 Be still, for the presence of the Lord 
Comment - Solomon’s wealth and achievements

Solomon’s kingdom prospered and he ruled over a large area from the Euphrates River to the Mediterranean. He grew wealthy from tribute from those nations and from trade with neighbouring countries. 

He embarked on massive building projects. First of all his own palace which took 13 years to build but his greatest achievement was the construction of the temple which took seven years. 

King Hiram of Tyre provided him with huge quantities of wood from the renowned cedars of Lebanon. He conscripted labourers to quarry and cut stone and craftsman who lined walls with wood, carved panels and cast decorated bronze columns, and made furniture and fittings in bronze and gold.   

It was an incredible achievement. We are about 1000 BC, 3000 years ago. An age we consider to be fairly primitive. The magnificence of the temple cannot be imagined. And they had none of the advantages of the tools and machinery we would use today. 

We read Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple 

1 Kings 8:22-30. 

Comment – Solomon’s Achievements 

Solomon recognises that in spite of all the expense, the labour and magnificent building – it cannot contain God. The symbol of God’s presence, the Ark, is there and when it was brought into the temple we are told that a cloud shining with the dazzling light of God’s presence filled the temple. But God is far too big to be restricted to one place. And Solomon is wise enough to know that and to remind the people of that in his prayer. 

He continues with a reminder to the people of what God has done for them and that he will continue to do so if they if they are obedient and keep his laws. So that “all nations of the world may know that the Lord alone is God - there is no other.” 

And God appears to Solomon again in a dream to remind him of his promise. He has heard his prayer and if Solomon continues to obey his laws then he will keep his promise and his descendants will continue to rule but if he disobeys then his people will be removed from the land and the temple destroyed.  

Sadly the story does not end on such a happy note. Solomon had built up his kingdom. He had made treaties with surrounding nations so that they lived in harmony and trade prospered. He built up a massive wealth for himself and his country. He was respected for his wisdom and knowledge. What could go wrong? 

With 700 wives and 300 concubines it is hardly surprising that things began to go wrong. They led him astray to worship the gods of their countries and he set up shrines for them. What God had predicted came true. He had not obeyed him. Kings of the neighbouring nations turned against him and eventually one of his officials, Jeroboam did. He was supported by the prophet Ahijah who prophesied that Jeroboam would be given the ten northern tribes and that Solomon’s son would only rule over one tribe. And that is what happened after Solomon’s death. The kingdom was divided into two, with Jeroboam ruling over the ten tribes in the northern kingdom of Israel and Solomon’s son Rehoboam ruling over the southern kingdom of Judah. 

Hymn StF 545 Be thou my vision or 449 Lord of creation to you be all praise 

Comment - Solomon’s wisdom 

Solomon’s wisdom was renowned across the world. Yes, he was given the wisdom, understanding and discernment to rule justly and fairly but his wisdom seems to have gone beyond that. 

“Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations”. 

We are told that he wrote three thousand proverbs and a thousand and five songs and that he had a wide knowledge of plants and animals.

Large sections of the Book of Proverbs are attributed to him and the Song of Songs sometimes called Song of Solomon. 

One person who had heard of his knowledge and wisdom was the Queen of Sheba. There is a bit of a mystery surrounding the Queen of Sheba and who she was. Many legends have sprung up round this story, not least that the royal family of what is now Ethiopia were descended from Solomon and the Queen of Sheba including the former emperor Haile Selassie. 

We hear her story. 

I Kings 10:1-13 

Reading - The Queen of Sheba’s visit 
Hymn StF 500 Happy are they who find the grace 
or 713 Show me how to stand for justice 
Comment - Wisdom 

So what can we learn from the story of Solomon? 
We know that all the wealth of Solomon is of little importance – even the magnificent temple was razed to the ground which devastated the Jews when they were taken into exile in Babylon. 

And I’m sure Jesus’s words are familiar to you. 
“And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these”.
We know how much more importance wisdom is. But even that is of little account if we do not remember one of his sayings that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” True wisdom is not about knowledge, cleverness, astuteness, the ability to negotiate treaties with other counties, it is about recognising that true wisdom comes from God and that the only way is to follow him and trust him.  

Proverbs 3:1-8 

Prayer for ourselves (from Nick Fawcett – The Unfolding Story) © 2000 Nick Fawcett 

Gracious God,
You have spoken your word,
You offer us your guidance,
Yet all too often we go astray.
Despite our desire to serve you,
We are swayed by those around us,
Our faith undermined,
Our beliefs subtly influenced by pressures 
We are barely even aware of.
Forgive us the weakness of our commitment 
And teach us to make time for you each day. 
To study your word and to reflect on your goodness.
Draw near to us
And help us to draw near to you,
So that you may be a part of us,
Filling us in heart and mind and soul
In the name of Christ we ask it.
Amen

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession 

Thank you, God for all your gifts to us – for the beauty and wonder of our world. Nothing we can create, our magnificent buildings, works of art, can compare with the beauty of your creation. 
When we look at the beauty around us we are reminded that Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like the flowers of the field.  

Thank you, God, for your guidance in our lives, for your care and protection when we follow your ways.  

We pray for our world, especially those who need God’s wisdom. 

We pray for the rulers of the nations – give them wisdom and integrity that they may rule with fairness and justice, not seeking their own wealth and power.  

We pray for our country – those who have to make decisions, in parliament and local councils. 

We pray for the Church. We pray for the leaders in our own local churches. Grant them wisdom in their work. 

We pray for those who need our prayers at this time, the sick, lonely, bereaved, anxious, particularly those in our church family. We pray for those who have strayed from your ways and those who need your wisdom in the decisions they have to make in their lives.  

Lord, help us all to trust in you with all our hearts and not to depend on our own understanding.

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory 

Hymn StF 503 Love divine, all loves excelling or 566 Take my life and let it be 

Blessing 
The Blessing of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit be with us all now and evermore. Amen. 

or say the Grace together
A Prostitute 	- The Baby is Mine 			 

My life was not considered respectable. 
I was looked down on. 
And often by the same men who made use of my services. 
Circumstances had forced me into this way of life. 
I shared a house with another woman whose life was the same as mine. 

For some time we had not been able to work as we were both pregnant. 
Money was tight and our relationship became strained. 
My companion and I gave birth within three days of each other. 
But my baby died during the first night of his life. 
I realised I must have laid on him and smothered him. 

And then I acted on impulse and did a very wicked thing. 
I don’t know why I did it. 
I suppose I wanted a child to love. 
My companion was still asleep so I swapped the babies, taking her living baby to be mine and putting the dead one beside her. 

It wasn’t long before she woke and saw the dead baby. 
Her first thoughts must have been the same as mine.  
The question “What have I done?” 
Then the shock and grief. 

But she soon realised that the dead baby wasn’t hers. 
We argued about it but we both knew I was in the wrong. 
I challenged her to prove it was hers. 

And so she went to the King. 
Not only was he willing to hear and pronounce judgement in cases of dispute but his wisdom was renowned. 
A gift which had been given him by God. 
She was certain she would get justice. 
But surely it was just her word against mine? 

And so she presented her case. 
What was the King going to say? 
We both held our breath, particularly when he ordered a sword to be brought. 
What was he going to do?  
He issued an order that the child be cut in half and that we should each have a half. 
And I thought he was wise! 

Before I could react, my companion spoke up, pleading that the child be spared and given to me. 
What was she playing at?  
Had I really won the child, albeit in this rather odd way? 

But no, the King was speaking again. 
He gave his ruling. 
He gave the child to his mother. 
He realised that no woman would be prepared to have her child killed to settle an argument and that she would rather see him live and be brought up by someone else than be killed. 

I had lost my child. I had now lost this child, too. 
But I realised how wise King Solomon was.


The Queen of Sheba  - My Visit to King Solomon 

I had heard so much about King Solomon. 
His wealth, his wisdom, his beautiful palace. 
I wanted to see it for myself. 
And he was a powerful man, his kingdom a significant place for the trade routes in the area. 
We needed to keep him on our side. 

And so I set off. 
I was not without wealth myself and I had to impress him.   
So I took gifts of spices, gold and precious stones. 
But I was overwhelmed when I saw his wealth. 
Everything in the palace was so extravagant.  
The palace itself, the furniture, the food, his servants and officials.  
His God must have blessed him greatly. 

But that was not all. 
I had also come to find out about his reputation for wisdom.  
I came with hard questions. 
His knowledge was phenomenal. 
He answered all my questions, offered wise advice and even solved the riddles which our people are so fond of. 
This was why his God had made him king. 
He ruled his people with wisdom, justice and righteousness. 
How God must love this people of Israel to give them such a King.   

I offered Solomon the gifts I had brought and he in return me lavished me with many gifts to take back to our country. 

I had found out all I wanted and received all I desired. 
What a wonderful man! 
And what an amazing God he must worship. 


